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CSU 
justifies 
president 
salaries © 


The Board of 
Trustees met 
Monday to discuss 
executive hiring. 


By BLAINE JARNAGIN 
Assistant City Editor 


The CSU Board of Trustees held 
a discussion about its executive 
hiring and compensation policies 
after recently drawing criticism for 
awarding San Diego State President 
Elliot Hirshman a $400,000 salary. 

The meeting addressed some of 
the effects of statewide hardships 
on the education system and, con- 
sequently, decisions regarding ex- 
ecutive positions. 

Unlike the meeting that raised 
tuition and finalized Hirshman’s 
salary, the audience was sparse and 
contained no student protesters or 
representatives. 

Chancellor Charles B. Reed be- 
gan with a presentation that attrib- 
uted much of California’s education 
problems to the size and scope of 
the state, as well as the cost of liv- 
ing. 

“It’s getting to be a huge prob- 
lem,” Reed said. 

The criteria for the presidential 
hiring process include the appli- 
cant’s motive for seeking the job, 
their leadership priorities and a par- 
ticular institution’s desired quali- 
ties. 

During the last 33 years, 17 per- 
cent of presidents and chancellors 
were discovered through a job ad- 
vertisement, while 83 percent came’ 
from a nomination by the Board of 
Trustees or a direct invite. 

Following Reed’s presentation, 
outside corporate consultant Jaime 
Ferrar answered questions directly 
from the Board, and spoke about 
the nature of campus presidency. 

“When you’re doing a presiden- 
tial search, it’s a great opportunity 


to say to the world, ‘Hey, look at* 


us! Look how great we are!” Fer- 
rar said. 

Ferrar said the decision of choos- 

. ing a campus president speaks not 
only for the school’s name, but for 
its donors, faculty and students, as 
well. 

“That’s the impact,” Ferrar 
said. “It’s not just about the candi- 
date, but about the institution and 
the community as well. We need 
strong, effective, viable leaders for 
higher education.” 

Though candidates are screened 
through an interview, their overall 
evaluation is based more on their 
past experience and credentials. 

“The interview is important, 
don’t get me wrong, but there’s no 
question that it’s the least reliable of 
all the steps in the search,” Ferrar 
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_ SUSPECTS 
ARRESTED IN ASI 
OFFICE ROBBERY 


[Above] Senior Casper Ware, right, jocks for position 
with Oklahoma City Thunder guard James Harden, 
left, on an inbounds play Saturday at Washington 
Park gyminLos Angeles. . 
[Below] Atlanta Hawks forward Josh Smith argues 
acall with an official. [Right] Senior Edis Dervisevic, 
left, guards Smith, right, on a drive to the basket. 
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Ware has MVP season against NBA stars 


Long Beach State’s 
guard draws raves 
from fans and players 
at Drew League. 


By Manny D1az ° 
Staff Writer 


LOS ANGELES — Long Beach 
State point guard Casper Ware might 
not be in the NBA just yet, but he 
proved Saturday why he is the Drew 
League’s 2011 regular-season most 
valuable player. 

Ware guided his No. 3-seeded 
Hank’s Cheaters II to a 99-95 first- 
round playoff victory over a No. 6 
Kings of L.A. team led by the NBA 
tandem of James Harden of the Okla- 
homa City Thunder and Josh Smith of 
the Atlanta Hawks. 

“It feels good to get MVP ina league 


like this, with all the players here,” said 
Ware, who poured in a team-high 34 
points at Washington Park gym. 

The 5-10 senior guard went 10 of 22 
from the field, including 4 of 9 from 
3-point range and 10 of 11 from the 
free-throw line in just under 30 min- 
utes of play. 

Harden finished the game with a 
game-high 37 points and eight re- 
bounds, while Smith collected 28 
points and eight rebounds. 

Both Harden and Smith declined 
repeated requests to comment after be- 
ing visibly upset with the outcome of 
the contest. 

The game seemed as if it was going 


to be an uphill-battle for Hank’s Cheat- ’ 


ers II in the first half, with the Kings of 
L.A. leading by as many as 13 points 
before the lead was cut to six at half- 
time. 

However, both NBA stars, namely 
Harden, the third overall pick in the 
first round of 2009 NBA Draft, faded 
down the stretch as he missed three 
key free throws in the waning seconds 
of the fourth quarter. 


Before the missed: free throws, 
Harden hit 11 of his first 12 attempts. 

A few possessions later, Hank’s 
Cheaters II capitalized on one their 
own free-throw opportunities as they 
took the lead for good with 45 seconds 
left in the game. 

“My dad tells me all the time, free 
throws win the game, and we made 
them,” said Ware, who willed his team 


. back into the game after several key 


drives to the paint against Harden late 
in the first half. 

The surprise of the game came from 
49ers forward Dan Jennings, who beat 
Smith out for clutch rebounds,: and 
came up with big plays against the 
2005 NBA Slam Dunk Contest cham- 
pion. 

A junior transfer from West Vir- 
ginia, Jennings picked up steam as the 
second half went on, while Smith, who 
averaged 16.5 points with the Hawks 
last season, began to look tired. 

Jennings, who finished with 15 
points and 10 rebounds, threw down 
an emphatic two-handed dunk off a 
turnover from Harden to change the 


momentum in Hank’s Cheater’s II fa- 
vor as they took a three-point lead with 
under two minutes left in the contest. 

Following the play, George Pre- 
ciado, also known as the “Voice of the | 
Drew League” screamed “Dan Jen- 
nings! [He’s] making a name for him- 
self in the 2011 playoffs!” 

“That’s what I do, I come out here 
and play hard,” said Jennings, who is 
red shirting for LBSU next season due 
to NCAA transfer rules. “I’m just hap- 
py we got the win. It felt good. ... Josh 
Smith is a player I’ve watched growing 
up ... a very athletic player.” 

Along with Jennings, Ware’s young- 
er brother Ervin Ware also had a stand- 
out performance, matching Smith with 
six 3-pointers of his own as he finished 
with 22 points and four assists. 

Like Casper, Ervin is a fan-favorite 
in the Drew League, and has earned 
the nickname “Big Swerve,” which 
Preciado used often over the loud- 
speaker. 

Referees called a tight game and 
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CSULB 
ranks ‘Best 


in the West’ 


Princeton Review 
recognized CSULB due 
to student surveys. 


By Manny Diaz 
Staff Writer 


Cal State Long Beach has been rec- 
ognized by the Princeton Review as 
“Best in the West” for the strength of 
its academic program in the “2012 Best 
Colleges: Region by Region.” 

“We have been one of the “Best in the 
West, for a few years now,” CSULB 
President F. King Alexander said. “It’s 
been one of our bragging points.” 

Alexander said he was especially 
proud that CSULB was the only Cal 
State to be designated as one of the 
“Fifty Best Values,” in the Prineeton 
Review. . 

“In tough economic times like this, 
parents don’t want to spend a lot of 
money,” he said. “They are more likely 
to look for good educational value.” 

Schools chosen as one of the “Best 
in the West” are selected from students’ 
responses to an 80-question survey, 
with questions ranging from professor 
accessibility to campus food quality. 

Only schools that agreed to have its 
students independently surveyed were 
eligible to make the list that was posted 
on Aug. 1. 


“We're pleased to recommend Cal . 


State Long Beach to users of our site 
as one of the best schools to earn their 
undergrad degree,” Princeton Review’s 
Senior Vice President Robert Franek 
said in a release. 

Only 629 schools — less than a quar- 
ter of the nation’s 4-year colleges — 
were placed on one of the four “regional 
best lists.” 

Other CSUs dubbed “Best in the 
West” include San Bernardino, East 
Bay and Stanislaus. 

Student comments taken from the 
survey were posted on the profiles for 
all of the schools recognized. 

All of the lists are based entirely on 
information compiled from student- 
surveys at the 376 schools in the book. 
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Suspects arrested in-string of campus burglaries 


Two Long Beach 
residents are 
suspected of 
robbing offices at 
CSULB and other 
universities. 


By ZiEN HALWANI 
Editor in Chief 


A group of law enforcement of- 
ficials apprehended two Long Beach 
residents, last week, suspected of bur- 
glarizing at least four Southern Cali- 
fornia universities including an Asso- 
ciated Students Inc. office at Cal State 
Long Beach. 

The suspects are allegedly con- 
nected with burglaries occurring at the 
University of California, Irvine, Cal 
State Fullerton, Cal State Poly Pomo- 
na, and CSULB. 

“To make a long story short, we 
were all looking for the same guy,” 
University Police Lt. Scot Willey said. 


_ Willey explained that law enforce- - 


ment officials from all four universi- 
ties realized they had -been looking 
for the same suspects after University 
Police uploaded information regarding 
the case on a computer database called 


Tracker. : 

The two suspects, 28-year-old 
Karim Patrece Davis and 25-year-old 
Latoya Gray are not believed to be stu- 
dents, UCI spokesman Laura Rico told 
the Daily Pilot. 

According to Willey, the suspects 
were purchasing items with stolen 
credit cards and then returning them 
for cash. 

These returns ultimately led the law 
enforcement officials to the suspects’ 
Long Beach residence. 

“The one thing about criminals is 
that they are always going to make a 
mistake,” Willey said. 

Police were able to recover some of 
the objects stolen, including items that 


. connected the suspects to burglaries 


committed at CSULB. 

But Willey said police were un- 
able to recover ASI Treasurer Michael 
Quibuyen’s laptop. 

The laptop was allegedly stolen 
from the ASI Student Government Of- 
fice in July while staff members were 
out for lunch. 

He told the Daily 49er-then that no 
student government information was 
located on it. 

Willey also said UCI police detec- 
tives led the case but were aided by all 
four universities. 

University Police, the Long Beach 
Police Department and UCI police 
were involved in the apprehension of 


University POLice 


Karim Patrece Davis is suspected of burglarizing at least four South- 
ern California universities including Cal State Long Beach. 


the suspects. 
Two others were arrested at the Long 
Beach residence because of outstand- 


ing warrants. Jacob Amir Qureshi and 
Jason Robert Walker were arrested 
along with Davis and Gray. 


Low income students are upward bound at CSULB 


An on-campus 
program teaches 
math and science. 


By VINEET GuPTA 
Staff Writer 


Low income and underrepresented 
high school students from the Los 
Angeles County area participated in a 
six-week summer academy at Cal State 
Long Beach that closed with oral pre- 
sentations and an awards banquet last 
Saturday. 

The Upward Bound Math Science 
(UBMS) program, in its second year at 


CSULB, attracted students from Long 
Beach, Los Angeles, Compton and 
Norwalk-La Mirada school districts. 

For six weeks, 19 students lived in 
the CSULB dorms and attended spe- 
cially designed classes in math, elec- 
trical engineering, computer program- 
ming, chemistry and literature. 

This year’s overarching theme was 
biomedical engineering. Last year’s 
theme was marine biology. 

In addition to coursework, the stu- 
dents also went on field trips to Uni- 
versity of California, Los Angeles, 
University of Southern California, 
University of California, San Diego, 
and the Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
(JPL) in Pasadena. 


“T want to be an engineer so this pro- _ 


gram was great for me” said Eleuterio 
Lucca, an incoming junior at Centen- 


nial High School. “The best part of it 
was the learning experience and hav- 
ing to wake up by ourselves and getting 
ready to go to class.” 

Students in the intensive program 
attended classes from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
five days a week followed by evening 
study sessions. 

They were not allowed to have cell 
phones or MP3 players during the six 
weeks. 

“Our residential advisers had phones 
and so at night they could call using 
[the RAs’] phones to check in with 
their parents,” said Kagba Suaray, di- 
rector of UBMS. 

Laptops were restricted until the last 
week for final projects and Facebook 
was explicitly prohibited. 

“We weren’t allowed any technol- 
ogy until the end,” said Emily Mundo, 


an incoming junior at Centennial High 
School. “It took a bit of adjusting to but 
in the end we all did it.” : 
Suaray said the program offers tu- 
toring to its students year-round to help 
them continue to develop academically. 
Upward Bound is one of the original 


‘federally funded TRIO programs cre- 


ated in the ’60s to help low-income and 
first generation underrepresented stu- 
dents learn math and science. 

The name TRIO is not an acronym, 
but rather refers to the three original 
programs, including Student Support 
Services and Talent Search. 

According to the U.S. Department 


' of Education website, Upward Bound 


is a Lyndon B. Johnson era program 
that emerged out of the 1964 Economic 
Opportunity Act as part of the War on 
Poverty. 
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Experience managing a small business 
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mix media sales / networking / marketing & sales) 
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Build a professional portfolio 
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City water department 
eliminates restrictions 


Officials say there is 
no chance of water 
shortage soon. 


By DANIEL SERRANO 
Contributing Writer” 


The Long Beach Water Department 


put an end to many water use restric- 
tions after four years on the brink of a 
water shortage. 

On June 14, 2007, the Long Beach 
Water Department put the Water Sup- 
ply Shortage Plan into effect, calling 
for restrictions on residents and busi- 
“nesses. 

Water reservoirs are at the highest 
levels they have been in years due to 
heavy rain, and, therefore, many re- 
strictions have been repealed. 

This means restaurants are no longer 
prohibited from serving water to cus- 
tomers until it is asked for and residents 
are not restricted to watering their lawn 
on Mondays, Thursdays and Saturdays. 

“We feel there’s almost no chance of 
a shortage for a couple of years,” said 
Matthew Lyons, director of planning 


and conservation at the Long Beach 
Water Department. ; 

Cal State Long Beach has also con- 
tributed to the water-saving movement. 

The university planted drought-tol- 
erant plants, reduced landscape with 
high irrigation needs and _ installed 
storm water filtration systems. 

In addition, the installation of 300 
waterless urinals .and no-touch or low 
flow faucets saves over 10.5 million 
gallons of water and $42,000 a year in 
water cost for CSULB, according to 
information provided by Physical Plan- 
ning and Facilities Management. 

Switching to recycled water for cam- 
pus irrigation saves CSULB an addi- 
tional $90,000 per year. 

However, a growing population and 
expanding economy may pose future 
problems for the city of Long Beach. 

“Tt’s almost certain that we’re going 
to have more shortages in the future 
than we have had,” Lyons said. 

A permanent water-flow reduction 
from three Southern California suppli- 
ers — the Colorado River aqueduct, the 
Owens Valley aqueduct and the State 
Water Project — will result in less wa- 
ter per capita than in the past for the 
city. 

Despite the low probability of a wa- 
ter shortage, there are still slight water 


Long Beach named most 
walkable city in SoCal 


The city ranked 
No. 11 for its 
accessibility. 


By KaTRINA GUEVARA 


Assistant News Editor 


The city of Long Beach was named 
the most walkable Southern California 
city, according to WalkScore.com. 

The Seattle-based website, which ex- 
amined the walkability of the 50 largest 
cities in the United States, ranked Long 
Beach at No. 11 overall. 

The scores calculate data from 
Google and other websites that plot 
streets, businesses and schools. It then 
uses that information to determine how 
easy it is to lead a lifestyle in a city 
with a reduced amount of driving. 

Long’ Beach, with a population 
of 462,257 as of 2010, received the 


highest score out of any Southern Cali- 
fornia city with 66.4 points. 

“TWalking] is easy if you know 
where to go,” said former Cal State 
Long Beach student Allen Javien. “It 
can be sketchy going down Seventh 
Street front CSULB, going west. Other 
than that, I think it’s fairly straightfor- 
ward.” - 

Other California cities that made 
the list include San Francisco at No. 2, 
Oakland at No. 10 and Los Angeles at 
No. 13. 

Some residents have taken advan- 
tage of the navigability of the city. 

“Walking isa great mode of trans- 
portation and probably the oldest,” said 
Aaron Mallory, a Texas native who has 
lived in Long Beach for two years. 

~“T usually walk to clear my mind and 

wind down from a stressful day,” Mal- 
lory said. “Long Beach is very walkable 
but I don’t think Southern California 
is known for its walking scene. I wish 
more people walked, but it seems that 
most drive to a place to walk.” 
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use restrictions in place. 
“You can’t just stand there and hose 
down your concrete, you can’t water 


your lawn until there’s water running 


off the street,” Lyons said. “Almost all 
of the permanent restrictions have to do 
with an abuse of water.” 

Most people are aware of the mea- 
sures that need to be taken and are care- 
ful not to waste. 

“People’should take shorter showers 
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said. “The greater reliability of some- 
body’s eligibility is to look up their 
background information on public 
record.” 

Despite the state’s economic woes, 
California is still an attractive option 
for prospective presidential candi- 
dates. = 

Ferrar said campus _ leadership 
strategies Vary greatly from state to 
state, and applicants to the CSU sys- 
tem must be aware of what will work 
in California. ‘ ; 

“California has a wonderful repu- 
tation for higher education,” Ferrar 
said. “[Candidates] believe resources 
are available to help them make a 
difference and they want to use their 
skill sets to help out. If a candidate is 
coming for salary, they’re coming for 
the wrong reasons.” 

Board of Trustees member Roberta 
Achtenberg said-the committee has 
been very solid in its past decisions 
when hiring executives. 

“We haven’t chosen any bad presi- 
dents,” Achtenberg said. 

California Faculty Association sec- 


and fix leaking faucets,” said Veroni- 
ca Menjivar, a Cal State Long Beach 
healthcare administration major. 

Lyons said he would most like to see 
people getting rid of as much of their 
grass lawns as possible. 

However, replacing grass requires 
large amounts of water to maintain. 
Water-efficient plants reduce the need 


- to import water as well as reduce pol- 


luted urban runoff that flows into the 
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Many water reservoirs are at the highest levels in years, including the Department of Water and 
Power City of Los Angeles, Haynes Steam location (above). 


coastal zone. } 

The Long Beach Water Department 
offers a $2.50 rebate for every square 
foot of lawn removed. 

Those who pull up their old grass can 
expect a lower water, power and sewage 
bill, too. 

For a complete list of water use re- 
strictions and creative water saving 
ideas, visit The Long Beach Water De- 
partment’s website. 


SEAN Boyo | Daity 49eR 


Chancellor Charles B. Reed at a Board of Trustees meeting last month. 


retary John Halcon expressed disdain 
with the points addressed in the meet- 
ing. z 

“The CSU is being run like a cor- 
poration,” Halcon said. “We’re talking 
about corporate level salaries. Work- 
ing for the CSU is a public service. 
You work for the public.” 

Halcon said that it was irresponsible 
to award an inexperienced newcomer 


a significant salary increase from that 
of his senior predecessor. 

However, he believed the com- 
plaints about Hirshman’s salary were 
more about the students than about ex- 
ecutive compensation. 

“The real issue is not so much if 
he’s worth it,’ Halcon said, “‘but the 
rolling impact of additional charges.to 
students, given the current economy.” 
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California needs more representation in presidential elections 


On Monday, Gov. Jerry Brown signed legisla- 
tion in favor of changing the way we vote in presi- 
dential elections. Right now, California awards 
all 55 of its electoral votes to the candidate who 
wins the most votes in the state. Since California 

is almost guaranteed to 

vote Democrat, it is often 
Our VI EW _ overlooked in campaign 

season. If this new 

system is approved, the 
presidency will go to the candidate who receives 
the most popular votes overall. This would mean 
that Republican voters in California would actu- 
ally make an impact in the election; so Republican 
candidates will have to consider California when 
campaigning. 

This will be a major change in the way we 
vote in elections, especially in California. Even 

‘though we are the most populous in the country, 
we are often ignored during presidential elections. 
Without the Electoral College, every person’s vote 
would count, forcing candidates to actually try to 
earn votes in California instead of assuming that 
they already have them. 

Currently, swing states like Ohio and Florida 
are the most powerful during elections because 
their electoral votes are not guaranteed to go to 
one side or the other. 

Under the current system, Republican voters 
are essentially wasting their votes because all 
of our electoral votes always go to a Democratic 
candidate. The new system would make it possible 
for all 55 electoral votes to go to a Republican 
candidate, as long as they receive the most popular 
votes nationwide. 

This new method of voting will help avoid a re- 
peat of what happened in the 2000 elections when 
Al Gore won the popular vote but George W. Bush 
was elected. It makes sense that the person who 
receives the most votes should win. 

In order for this new system to go into effect, 
270 of the country’s electoral votes need to ap- 
prove it. California’s support of this is a big deal 
because we hold almost 20 percent of the nations 


electoral votes. Our 55 votes bump the current total up to 132 out of country. 


270 votes, almost half of what is needed to make it official. 

It is interesting that Jerry Brown, a Democrat, chose to support 
as system that could soften California’s democratic influence. Even 
if California votes Democrat again, the 55 votes could still go to a 
Republican candidate if they receive more votes in the rest of the 


In the end, this system is fairer and would make people in 
California consider their vote more. It gives our individual votes 
more weight toward the outcome of the election. It is too easy now 
to vote Democrat because we know the state will be going for the 
Democrat anyway. This new system will force us to vote for whom 


we want as a nation, instead of just whom we want as a state. 

If this system is implemented soon, California will get a lot more 
attention from presidential candidates come November. 

Hopefully other powerful states will follow California’s lead and 
vote for change. It’s time for California and other states in the same 
boat to have a bit more representation in the upcoming elections. 


On 2012 elections: November will be a ‘Perry’ dramatic month 


As 2011 nears its end, it’s time for 2012 
presidential hopefuls to kick their campaigns into 
gear. With unclear economic stability, constant 
partisan bickering and the Tea Party steamrolling 
its way into conservative Christian hearts, next 
year’s presidential election is shaping up to be 
one for the books. With Michelle Bachmann and 
Mitt Romney leading the way for Republican 
candidates, a new presence is slowly making his 
way into the spotlight. His name is Rick Perry 
and he’s the right kind of crazy that can take next 
year’s elections from simple spectacle to possible 
insanity. 

The Texas governor has kept us on our toes 
so far by not disclosing his plans to run for 
president. As of now, he’s “considering” it, and 
because of this, he’ll skip Thursday’s Iowa Straw 
Poll, which his Republican peers Bachmann, Tim 
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Pawlenty and Ron Paul will attend. Despite his 
absence, or rather, because of it, write-in votes 
have been allowed for the first time since the 
straw poll’s inception in 1979. The amount of 
write-ins he earns will no doubt foreshadow his 
popularity should he officially 
enter the presidential race. 

But why should we watch out 
for Perry? Simply put, he’s the 
kind of polarizing presence we'll 
need in an election cycle full of high stakes, end- 
less figures and no-nonsense candidates. Perry’s 
politics are the kind of far right antics that will 
shake us out of our election fatigue. 

On Saturday, Perry booked a 71,000-seat 
stadium in Houston to hold a seven hour prayer- 
and-fasting session for Fundamentalist Chris- 
tians. The event was held in order to pray for 
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Pres. Obama in an attempt to save our “nation in 
crisis.” Perry invited governors from the other 49 
states, but only Kansas governor-Sam Brown- 
back attended. Overall, attendance disappointed, 
housing only half the stadium’s capacity. And that 
wasn’t the first time he turned to 
prayer to solve problems. Last 


ALEXIS REZA spring, Perry also urged Texas to 


pray for three days in order to end 

a drought. This past May, Perry 
signed legislation that would force women to get 
a sonogram and learn about fetuses before getting 
abortions. 

Perry’s emergence as a potential Republican 
juggernaut may also bring some much needed 
energy to the election atmosphere. Remember 
when John McCain announced Sarah Palin as his 
running mate in 2008? People were getting car- 
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ried away with Obama’s over-idealistic promises 
and then Palin waltzed in, all color and sass and 
suddenly, we had a race! By now, Tea Partier 
Bachmann is old news. Rick Perry can bring that 
Palin-esque energy and right wing crazy to next 
year’s race. 

Of course, it’s still early in the 2012 race and 
there is much-drama and debate left to endure. It’s 
entirely too early to tell how the election will turn 
out, but with so much on the table (how to fix the 
economy, nationwide healthcare, proper immigra- 
tion enforcement) the results could conceivably 
go either way. : 

Obama-Romney election will desperately need 
some color. Here’s to hoping Rick Perry can help 
crazy it up. 

Alexis Reza is a senior journalism major and 
assistant opinions editor for the Summer 49er. 
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Court makes the right choice in SDSU Christian group lawsuit 


In 2005, two Christian groups sued San Diego 
State officials for violating their First Amend- 
ment right after the groups were declined official 
recognition by the university. Recently, a federal 
appeals court ruled in favor of the university, 
upholding SDSU’s nondiscrimination policy for 
student groups. : 

Christian sorority Alpha Delta Chi and Chris- 
tian fraternity Alpha Gamma Omega breached 
the SDSU policy by forbidding entry to any 
student of other religious beliefs. As stated in 
the Los Angeles Times, “[the nondiscrimination] 
policy forbids student organizations from limit- 
ing their membership because of race, religion, 
gender or sexual orientation.” 

By. not allowing official recognition from the 
university, the two Christian groups do not have 
access to university facilities and-support, includ- 


ing the use of the SDSU school logo. 

In the U.S. 9th Circuit Court of Appeals this 
past Tuesday, it was ruled that the university’s 
policy did not violate the students’ First Amend- 
ment right. Court and ruling aside, should univer- 
sities be allowed to deny official recognition to 
student groups formed on the : 
base of religion or the like? 

In SDSU’s case, the 
students weren’t kept from 


’ practicing their religion; they just weren’t allowed 


recognition as an official SDSU student group. 
It’s understandable to be a little bummed that nei- 
ther Christian groups can use school facilities or 
logo, but to sue your own school over it? Please, 
take a breather. You’re still allowed to worship 
whoever you want, whenever you want. 

Here’s my issue with student groups based 
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on race or religion. It’s good to network with 
people who have something in common with you, 
no doubt, but once the University approves the 
Christian sorority, then the Christian fraternity 
will want to be approved. After that, the Catholic 
student group will want to be approved, then the 
Muslim student group, the Jewish 
student group, and so on. 

Fraternities and sororities are 
already big on rivalry as it is. The 
foundation and motivation that fuels the Greek 
system is the goal to be “top house.” Once you 
put religion and race in the middle of it, things 
will get much more complicated and much more 
messy. 

I’m sure that if it were safer, SDSU would 
allow all religions and races to have a designated 
student group. But, for the students’ sake, that’s 


just not possible. 

Moreover, what happens when a Jewish student 
wants to join Alpha Delta Chi for whatever 
reason? The president of ADC would have to turn 
that student away, explaining to her that she can’t 
join because she’s Jewish and the sorority is for 
Christian women only. That’s a sticky a situation. 

While it may be possible for student groups 
based on race, religion, gender or sexual orienta- 
tion to exist without any underlying tension, 
SDSU’s hesitancy toward the idea is understand- 
able. : 

Now, I may not be the most religious person, 
but I wouldn’t have gone so far as to sue my own 
university. The whole lawsuit is just proving even 
more that religion is a sensitive subject. 

Sonia Guillen is a senior journalism major and 
opinions editor for the Summer 49er. 


GooglePlus brings some competition to the social networking world 


Google+ is still in its infancy when it comes 
to the social networking market. In its short life, 
Google+ has become the fastest social network- 
ing website to reach 25 million users; however, 
this doesn’t mean rival Facebook should be get- 
ting worried just yet. 

Launched on June 28, 2011, Google+ is still 
in its invitation only registration phase. Current 
users of Google+ must invite their friends to join 
to be apart of the network. Much like in the early 
stages of Facebook, the invitation only factor to 
Google+ gives it a sense of exclusivity, integral to 
any social network launch. 

One of the features Google+ has that no other 
social network has is Circles. Circles is.a way to 
divide up the people you follow on Google+ into 
sub-groups. By simply clicking and dragging, the 
Google+ user can divide the people they choose 
into user made sub-groups like friends, family, 


acquaintances, co-workers, or even annoying 
people who you follow to make them feel better. 
The great thing about Circles is no one will ever 
know what circle you put them in. 

The purpose of Circles is to allow the user 
to share their status, photos, videos and links 
with the circle of people they want to share them 
with. After each post, Google+ 
gives the option to select which 
Circle the post needs to be 
shared with. Once the post goes 
live the user has the option to 
edit it, whereas on Facebook and Twitter the user 
must delete the post to make corrections. 

Where Google+ disappoints is in its friend 
finder. Powered by the most powerful search 
engine in the world, Google+ requires the user 
to manually find friends and put them into their 
respected circles. This gets both time consuming 


¢ 
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and confusing when dealing with so many dif- 
ferent people. A “Suggested Friends or Circles” 
option would be helpful. 

The question is where Google+ will fit into 
the lives of its users. While Google+ mimics 
Facebook more than any other social network, is 
its intent to really be Facebook’s replacement? 
Many people maintain profiles 
on a variety of social networks 
including Facebook, Twitter 
and LinkedIn. It’s more likely 
to see Google+ slide into the 
everyday routine of its users as the website con- 
tinues to evolve. 

However, there is a good chance Googlet+ 
has what it takes to become the premier social 
network. What Google+ is doing is taking what’s 
good from every social network site and putting 
it all into one. Aside from its many similarities 
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to Facebook, Google+ mimics Twitter as well. 
Unlike Facebook, where a friendship needs to 

be made, Google+ allows its users to follow 
anyone they choose to. This allows for Google+ 
profiles to grow in popularity the same way Twit- 
ter profiles do. But Google+ users can still post 


- privately. 


One last reason why Google+ can become the 
premier social network is its integration with 
other popular Google properties like Gmail, 
Picasa and YouTube. 

Powered by one of the most customer friendly 
companies in the world, Google+ is making 
waves in its first, months. 

Google+ will be website I will soon be explor- 
ing, during the long lectures that await me this 
coming semester. 

. Chasen Doerr is a senior journalism major 
and contributing writer for the Summer 49er. 
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London 
Attacks 
alien genre 


“Attack the Block” is 
worth seeing, even in 
limited release. 


By Matt Gripp! 
Staff Writer 


It’s looking like this year will be re- 
membered as the year of the alien in- 
vasion movies. So far there has been 
“Battle: Los Angeles,” “Transformers 
3,” “Super 8,” “Cowboys and Aliens” 
and more. However, the best alien inva- 
sion movie so far this year is one most 
people might not have even heard of yet. 

“Attack the Block” is an indepen- 
dent science fiction film from London, 


produced by Edgar Wright (“Shaun of 
the Dead” and “Scott Pilgrim vs. the 
World”), and directed by newcomer Joe 
Cornish. : 

The film is about a group of South 
London hoodlums in an apartment 
complex called “the Block.” The group 
has to fight off an alien invasion. It’s 
not a particularly new plot, but the way 
Cornish handles it makes it unique. 

Unlike most adventure films of this 
sort, the kids are not exactly favorable 
from the beginning. Pest (Alex Es- 
mail), Dennis (Franz Drameh), Jerome 
(Leeon Jones), Biggz (Simon Howard) 
and their leader, Moses (John Boyega), 
are not typical heroes. The first scene 
of the movie involves the group of 
wannabe-gangsters mugging a helpless 
woman as she walks home from work. 
The characters are unlikable in the be- 
ginning, but when the first alien crashes 
to earth and the kids go after it, viewers 
will begin to understand their person- 
alities and motives a bit more. 

The aliens themselves are much dif- 
ferent than those in an average alien in- 
vasion film. The characters in the movie 
describe them as “giant, black ape-wolf 
looking things,” which is a fairly accu- 
rate portrait of what they look like. The 
monsters are ape-like black blobs with 
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The London film ‘Attack the Block” ts now being shown in select theaters in New York and Los Angeles. 


no eyes and fluorescent glowing blue 
teeth. Other than the teeth, they’re al- 
most impossible to see at night, which 
significantly adds to the suspense. 

The group encounters a cast of col- 
orful and hilarious characters as they 
move through the Block. These char- 
acters include stoners, a group of teen 
girls and a murderous drug-dealer 
named Hi-hat who wants Moses to be 
part of his crew, Each character serves 
a purpose as the film goes on and the 


aliens keep attacking. Some of the fun- 
niest moments of the movie come from 
two ten-year-olds who call themselves 
Probs and Mayhem, and want nothing 
more than to be thugs like the big kids. 

The soundtrack is also fantastic. 
Composed by house music group Base- 
ment Jaxx, the music gives the film a 
constant chaotic pace and is a crucial 
element to the chaos of the film. It’s 
one of the few movie soundtracks that 
is just as enjoyable on its own as it is 


during the film. 

This movie is a cult-classic in the 
making. Someday people will go to 
Comic Con and. buy action figures of 
the characters in this film. Their hilari- 
ous one-liners and personalities stick 
with viewers long after the credits have 
rolled, and leave them longing for Lon- 
don accents. 

Currently, “Attack the Block” is only 
playing in New York and Los Angeles, 
but it is worth the drive. 


Ce } alendar 


Thursday, Aug. 11 
Surf and Turf 


Paradise Piano Bar presents Chef 
Veronica’s Surf and Turf special 
from 3 - 10 p.m. Paradise Piano Bar 
is located at 1800 E. Broadway. 


Friday, Aug. 12 
Happy hour 
McKenna’s on the Bay (190 N. 
Marina Dr.) will have happy hour 
featuring $3 beers and 50% off bar 
menu from 3 - 7 p.m. 


Saturday, Aug. 13 


Jazz festival 
Rainbew Promotions presents the 
24th Annual Long Beach Jazz Fes- 


tival. The festival lasts from 11 a.m. 
- 10:30 p.m. at Rainbow Lagoon 
Park, located at 400 Shoreline Vil- 
lage Dr. 


Sunday, Aug. 14 


Intro to Improv Class 

Learn comedic techniques in this 
improv class at the Expo Theatre ~ 
from noon - 4.p.m. Lessons are $40. 
The Expo Theatre is located at 4321 
Atlantic Ave. 
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Monday, Aug. 15 


Greek happy hour 

George's Greek Cafe hosts Happy 
‘OPA’ Hour from 3 - 7 p.m. The res- 
taurant is located at 135 Pine Ave. 
Entrance is free. 


Tuesday, Aug. 16 
Tanked Tuesdays 


Paradise Piano Bar presents 
Tanked Tuesdays, with taco, bur- 


rito and other specials from 5-10 
p.m. Paradise Piano Bar is located at 
1800 E. Broadway. 


Wednesday, Aug. 17 
Lunch Truck It 


Food trucks will serve lunch in the 
ZaSo Design District at Coronado 
and Anaheim, beginning at 11:30 
a.m. : 
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49ers begin 
season next 
weekend 


Women’s soccer opens 
with USC and Sac State. 


By Amir VAFAMANESH 
Sports Editor 


The Long Beach State women’s soc- 
cer team will begin its 2011 regular 
season next weekend as it travels to Los 
Angeles to face USC before playing 
host to reigning Big Sky Conference 
champion Sacramento State. 

The 49ers are scheduled to compete 
against the Trojans at McAlister Field 
on Friday, Aug. 19 at 3 p.m. LBSU will 
then take on the Hornets in its home 
opener at George Allen Field on Sun- 
day, Aug. 21 at 1 p.m. 


Big West. Conference preseason 
coaches’ poll 

The 49ers were selected to fin- 
ish the 2011 regular season in second 
place when the Big West Conference 
preseason coaches’ poll was released 
Wednesday. 

LBSU received 70 points in the nine- 
team poll, leaving the 49ers eight points 
behind Big West favorite UC Irvine, 
which received 78 along with seven of 
nine first-place votes. 
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STEFAN AGREGADO | DAILY 49ER 


Senior Casper Ware, left, attempts to steal the ball from Atlanta Hawks forward Josh Smith, middle, on Saturday in Los Angeles. 


WARE 


Continued from Page 1 


weren’t taking any lip, handing out a 


total of six technical fouls, including 


one to Harden, and one to Ervin and 
fellow teammate LBSU forward Edis 
Dervisevic. 

Dervisevic finished with five points 
and four rebounds in just under 15 
minutes of play. 

The game was also broadcast live 


on the Internet, with more than 20,000 
people tuning in at digitaldreamsvideo. 
biz. : 

Hank’s Cheater’s II would end up 
losing to Team C.O.A., 89-84, in the 
following round of the Drew League 
playoffs Sunday. 


Despite a 26-point effort from Ware, 
the NBA duo of Craig Smith of the Los 
Angeles Clippers and Marcus Banks, 
who played for the New Orleans Hor- 
nets last season, paced Team C.O.A. 
as they combined for 55 points and 13 
rebounds. : 
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EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 


- STUDENT 
ADVERTISING REPRESENTATIVES 


FOR DAILY FORTY-NINER 


The Daily Forty-Niner and Dig Magazine 
Advertising Department seeks enthusiastic, 
self-motivated individuals to join out advertising 
team.The following position is available. Benefits 
include: 


Experience in building brands for clients 
Valuable work experience 
¢ Marketing & Sales 
¢ Ad Copy & Layout 
¢ Mix Media Sales 
¢ Networking 
High learning.potential 


Build a professional portfolio 


Flexible Schedule 


Good communication skills and self motivated a 
plus. Reliable transportation a must and CA 
drivers license and Social Secity card. Must be an 
enrolled student at CSULB. Apply in person in the 
SSPA Bldg. Room 010. Ask for Beverly Munson. 
(562) 985-5736 bmunson@csulb.edu 


